THE LATIN AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NURSING CELEBRATES ITS 15TH ANNIVERSARY
and those of the previous five years (1) shows significant advances in the visibility of the journal, as a result of better editorial policies and improvement in the quality of the papers published.
In relation to visibility, five years ago, RLAE was already indexed in renowned national and international databases, such as MEDLINE, CINAHL, CAB HEALTH, CAB ABSTRACTS, PSYCINFO, CUIDEN, LILACS, BDENF, EDUBASE, and the SCIELO Brasil collection. In the last five years, the journal has advanced further, with its inclusion in the WEB of SCIENCE, SCOPUS, LATINDEX, PERIODICA and CUIDATGE. Among the last achievements,
we underline its inclusion in the Web of Science, which consists of three databases ("Science Citation Index
Expanded", Arts & Humanities Citation Index y "Social Sciences Citation Index") elaborated by the Institute for Scientific Information (ISI), and which keeps record of more than eight thousand titles of the most renowned journals of the world, as well as recently published books, proceedings and reviews.
On the other hand, the SCOPUS -Elsevier database is a new navigation tool that comprises about fifteen thousand journals and allows direct access to the entire paper contents with the aid of links. Therefore, indexing in the SCOPUS and SCIELO databases will greatly enhance the visibility of the journal, due to the possibility those databases give of free access to the articles. We think that this may be a good strategy for those journals seeking to increase the number of citations of the papers they publish.
In recent years, RLAE has ranked among the four most visited titles in the Scielo Brasil collection The articles published in Portuguese, Spanish and English are available electronically, as well as in print in English; the adoption of an on-line system for submitting and processing papers, and the choice of subjects for special issues that are in accordance with national and international guidelines are all part of an editorial policy that is grounded in international publishing concepts.
The journal's top priority is to publish original research articles; and with the purpose of publishing papers that contribute to the advance of Nursing knowledgeNursing, its Advisory and Editorial boards maintain a high standard related to the quality of the articles that are accepted for publication.
On this 15 th anniversary of RLAE, we have many achievements to celebrate. However, other challenges lie ahead:
-to increase the publication of papers that are well prepared methodologically, containing well founded analysis and discussions of data and results, which contribute to the advancement of knowledge in Nursing -to diversify and increase international contributions, to be used as a vehicle for publishing articles from several regions of the world -to obtain a good citation index in international databases -to attract financial resources -to improve the electronic system for article submission and journal management -to reduce the publishing time of articles
